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RAG WREATH 
Materials needed: 

Wire wreath form (size of your choice) 

Fabric 

Scissors 

Ruler or tape measure 

 

For a 10” wreath you will need a little under 1 yard of fabric.  You can use as many 
colors and patterns as you like.  A 14” wreath will take about 1 ½ yards. 

 

Cut or tear fabric into 1” by 8” strips.  

(tearing will give you more of a “rag” look) 

Start tying each strip of fabric to the wire frame.  Smaller frames will have 4 rows of wire 
– larger ones will have 6 rows.  Some directions call for tying the fabric strips over two 
wires but for a 10” wreath you will only tie over one wire at a time.  Do a section at a 
time, alternating from row to row of wire circles.  Keep doing this all the way around the 
wreath until it is filled.  Occasionally push the strips together to make the wreath fuller. 
When you have tied all the fabric pieces on, turn the wreath over and pull all the strips 
on the outer circle, so that the strips are not going to the back of the wreath.  Then push 
the strips on the inner circle so that they are sticking up and you have an opening in the 
center of  the wreath. 

 

TABLEWARE WINDCHIME 
Materials needed: 

Old tableware – any kind, any pattern 

Fishing line 

3” metal ring 

Small metal ring (I used a split ring key ring. 

Gorilla glue 

Waxed paper  

1”: strip of cardboard 



 

Tie a length of fishing line around the handles of 5 pieces of tableware.  II tied it around 
the blade of a knife so the heavier handle make the “clapper”) 

After tying a knot on each piece, take the fishing line around again and tie a knot on the 
other side of the tableware piece. 

When you have tied all 5 pieces, put Gorilla glue on the fishing line and be sure you are 
gluing it to the tableware.  Lay out a piece of waxed paper with the strip of cardboard 
underneath.  When you lay the glued tableware on the waxed paper, the strip of 
cardboard can serve to elevate the glued ends to keep them from being glued to the 
surface! 

Alternately – if you have the tools and expertise, you can drill a hole in the end of each 
piece of tableware and tie the fishing line through the holes.  I would still glue the knots. 

Cut 2 lengths of fishing line about 10” long. Find the middle and tie an overhand knot, 
leaving a small loop.  This loop then gets attached to the small ring.  Then tie each of 
the 4 ends of line to the 3” ring, equal distances apart.  Glue into place.  When the glue 
has dried, tie each of four pieces of tableware to the 3” ring at the same places as the 
hanging lines are tied.  Glue the knots.  Then hang the knife (or whichever item you are 
using for the clapper) up through the center of the 3” ring and tie it to the small ring.  
Glue the knot. 

 

“STAINED GLASS” LUMINARIA 
Materials needed: 

Empty glass jars, any size or shape.  

 (Mason jars with embossed designs will work,  

but are a little more difficult to work with than  

smooth sided jars.) 

Tissue paper in your choice of colors 

Mod podge 

Paint brush 

 

Cur or tear tissue paper into any shapes and sizes you choose.  You can get creative 
and cut out designs or just use random pieces. 



Coat the jar, a section at a time, with Mod Podge.  Lay pieces of tissue on to coated 
section and cover with another coat of Mod Podge.  Continue until your design is 
complete.   

Insert a battery operated votive into the jar to illuminate it. 

This is a great, inexpensive recycling project.  If you type “make a luminaria from an old 
jar and tissue paper” into your web browser, you will find a ton of design ideas. 

 

 

 

 
BRACELET BUDDY 
Materials needed:  

18 g floral wire (you can use jewelry wire,  

but it is usually more expensive and comes  

on a roll, so you have to straighten it to use it.) 

Needle nose pliers 

Gorilla Glue (or soldering iron and solder)  

Toothpicks to apply glue and waxed paper 

Alligator clamps (made for electrical work)   

  These come in a huge variety of styles.  You  

  Want the kind that have 2 fold over tabs that will help to  

  secure the wire to the clamp. 

Beads of your choice.   

        Beads can be plastic, glass, wood – any kind you like 

 

Cut 6” piece of wire.  Bend over one end about ¼” and squeeze to close the loop. Glue 
the wire into the channel of the alligator clamp and let glue dry.  When glue is set,, use 
your pliers to bend the tabs down over the wire and add more glue.  Let glue dry.  (If 
you have the equipment and know-how, you can solder the wire to the alligator clip.) 



Thread beads onto wire.  Leave about ½” of wire empty.  Using pliers, bend to wire over 
so end touched the last bead on the wire and makes the beads tight.  

To use the bracelet buddy, clip the loop end of the bracelet into the alligator clip.  Hold 
the buddy in the same hand where you are putting the bracelet and fasten the bracelet 
with your free hand. 

 

 

EASTER EGGS 
Materials needed: 

Styrofoam eggs 

Napkins 

Mod Podge 

Diamond Dust 

Paint brush 

Scissors 

Paper plate 

Wood skewers 

Jar or can or piece of Styrofoam to stick to skewered egg in while it is drying 

 

Cut designs from napkins.  If more than one ply, use only the top layer. 

Stick 2 skewers into one end of the egg. (two will keep it from “twirling” around as you 
work on it)   Coat the egg with Mod Podge and lay pieces of napkin on the egg, coating 
it with more Mod Podge as you work.  When entire egg is covered to your liking, 
sprinkle diamond dust over entire egg.  If you sprinkle over a paper plate, it will be 
easier to put the excess back in the jar.  Remove one skewer and put into jar, can or 
stryo block to dry.   

Do not let young children handle these eggs.   

You can also insert a piece of chenille stem or covered wire to hang the eggs from a 
Easter egg tree. 

 

 



 

 

 

 
CROCHETED CHRISTMAS WREATH 

ORNAMENT 
Materials needed” 

Yarn in 2 shades of green (about 12 to 18 yards  

of each, depending you your size of crochet hook) 

Crochet hook 

Green chenille stem 

Short length of red yarn or red ribbon 

Optional  - holly betties or red beads 

Make a slip knot.  (Be sure to leave at least 3 or 4” of yarn.  You will ust this later to join 
the wreath ends.)  Chain 50 with one color of green yarn.  Do a single crochet in the 
third chain from the end and then do 3 single crochets in every chain until you come to 
the end.  You will see your work start to twirl as you work – it is supposed to do this.  
When you get to the end, cut off the excess yarn (leaving a 3 – 4” end) and slip the end 
through the last loop which you have now taken off your hook,  Pull to tighten. 

Repeat with other color of green yarn. 

When both are finished, start wrapping the two strips together, shaping as you go.  
When they are all the way joined, take the chenille stem and wrap it into the twisted 
together pieces. (Note that you will need to be careful to choose one of the colors and 
make the chenille stem follow that color all the way.).  Arrange the crochet evenly along 
the stem.  Small wreaths will not cover the entire length of the stem.  Twist the ends of 
the chenille stem together and cut off excess and bend down the ends to hide them in 
the crochet.   

Take one of the loose ends of the dark yarn and slip it through the last chain on the 
other end of the work.  Tie the 2 ends of dark yarn together.  Repeat with the light 
colored yarn.  Cut off either the dark or light yarn ends,  Tie the other two ends together 
to make a hanger. Make a chain from the red yarn and tie into a bow or make a ribbon 
bow.  Glue the bow to the wreath.  If you choose, you can glue on holly berries or red 
beads to resemble holly berries. 



YARN ANGEL 
Materials needed: 

Yarn (about 18 yards per angel 

Gold tinsel stem 

Wire edged ribbon (gold or your choice) 

 (does not have to be wire edged – this just 

 holds it’s shape better.) 

Small length of fine wire (optional) 

Scissors  

White glue 

Cardboard to make patterns 

Optional – embellishments such as ribbon and small flowers 

Cut 2 pieces of cardboard, one 4 ½”  long by about 3” wide and one 3 ½” by 2” wide.   

Using the larger piece, lay an 8” piece of yarn along the top of the cardboard (across the 
narrow side) and wrap yarn around the long side 35 times. Clip off the excess yarn.  
Take the 2 ends of the piece which is now under the wrapped yarn and tie them 
together but do not knot them.  Using scissors, cut the other ends of the yarn off the 
cardboard.  Now tie the top firmly and knot.  Straighten all the yarn and then gather it 
together in one hand.   

Measure down about ¾” to make the head and using another piece of yarn, tie it around 
the neck.  Leave the ends long enough to so they hang down to become part of the 
skirt.   

Next wrap yarn 6 times around the smaller cardboard on the longer side.  Slip the yarn 
off and tie together at each end about ¼” in from the ends. This makes the arms.   

Divide the skirt into half and slip the arms up under the neck.  Bring the skirt evenly 
down over the arms and tie at the waist.  Again, leave the ends long enough to become 
part of the skirt.  Trim the skirt bottom to make yarn even. 

Cut a piece of tinsel stem about 2 ½ ” long and form a circle.  Wrap ends around the 
circle to secure.  Slide down over hanging string and glue to top of angel’s head.   

Cut a piece of ribbon about 7” long.  Form into a circle, overlapping ends by about and 
inch and pinch together in the middle to make it look like a bowtie.  Secure with small 
piece of wire or tinsel stem or tie with a piece of the yarn.  Glue to back of angel for 
wings.        



 

CREAM CHEESE MINTS 
 

 INGREDIENTS  

• 1 (8 ounce) package cream cheese 
• 1 (2 lb) package powdered sugar 
• 10 -11 drops peppermint extract (scant 1/4 tsp) 
• food coloring (optional) 
• granulated sugar (for rolling) 

 

DIRECTIONS 

1. Mixture will be dry. 
2. Mix ingredients in a bowl (by hand or with mixer). 
3. Remove from bowl and knead. 
4. You may add food coloring if you desire. 
5. Roll in small balls and then roll the balls in granulated sugar. 
6. Press into molds or slightly flatten balls. 
7. Remove from mold. 
8. Lay on wax paper to dry at least overnight. 
9. Turn over and dry on other side. 
10. Usually dry 24 hrs on each side. 

 

Makes 130 mints. Keeps in refrigerator 3-4 weeks. Freezer several months. 

You can also hand form mints in to balls and then press down with a fork to flatten and 
make design,  Molds are available most places that sell cake decorating supplies or 
online.  You can but a whold sheet of one design or some places cut them apart and 
sell them individually or in themed sets. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.geniuskitchen.com/about/cream-cheese-506
http://www.geniuskitchen.com/about/powdered-sugar-140
http://www.geniuskitchen.com/about/sugar-139
https://170391.r.bat.bing.com/?ld=d3-xcZR5fpuyeicJTAXgKlrTVUCUwKCEEuE8dxUhzIZzpgMnCSEMpqaLR2_0sLibhkMeWXunxEAsrRskfez58YDJpYIXrJd0iKW8vAgvCG8fxy7j7tp89Qilpl38I84NDdPL8jYtpFvJTDCEIEEQIeE-fdTiJlj1j_pj4-bc0NmatyyWcQ&u=https://www.kitchenkrafts.com/product/flex-mold-swirl-mint-25-cavities/candy-molds-rubber-and-silicone?p%3dGoogleProdAd%26msclkid%3d%7Bmsclkid%7D%26utm_source%3dbing%26utm_medium%3dcpc%26utm_campaign%3dFinch%20Shopping:%20Kitchen%20Krafts%2031345%26utm_term%3d4580290563453102%26utm_content%3dCM127:%20Flex%20Mold,%20Swirl%20Mint,%2025%20cavities


  

LIFE HISTOR Y JAR 

  Aka Journal Jar 
Jar with lid – pint or any size you choose 

Printed list of questions 

Tag – and piece of ribbon or string 

 

         

 

 

Life was not meant to be bottled up                 Each day, pull out a slip or more and  

forever.  This jar is jam-packed with                 record your answers in the journal or 

interesting questions to inspire you                  in the file in your computer.  When you 

to celebrate something very important             are finished, share your life history with 

             - - - - - YOU - - - -                                 your loved ones. 

 

Print out list of questions and cut the apart.  Fold each in half or quarters and place in 
jar.    Print out tag and fold in half.  Punch hole in one corner and tie tag around neck of 
jar and decorate as you choose. 

Give the jar to recipient of your choice along with a small note book that they can use to 
record their answers to the questions.  Or most people might choose to create their 
journal on their computer.  You can download the list of questions from the BLW web 
site under the Gifts and Crafts through the Year section of the “notebook”.   

Feel free to add (or delete) items to suit the person to whom you will be giving the jar. 
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What lessons did you take as a 
child? Did any carry over into 
adulthood? 

 Describe your first job. 
  
 What is the most wonderful thing 

that ever happened to you? 

What was the worst thing that ever 
happened to you? 

 Did you have a close relationship 
with any of your grandparents? Tell 
about it. 

  
 What were your father's best traits? 

His worst? What traits do you 
share? 

  
 What were your mother's best 

traits? Her worst? What traits do 
you share? 

  
 Describe your Sundays as a child. 
  
 Tell about your favorite Aunt or 

Uncle 
  
 What is your advice for good 

health? 
  
 How many brothers and sisters do 

you have? Tell about each of them. 
  
 Tell about a practical joke that was 

played on you or that you played on 
someone else. 

  
 What did you do when you were a 

child that got you in the most trouble 
and how did your parents handle it? 

  
 What are some of the superstitions 

that you remember growing up 
with? 

 Describe your parent's courtship  
 and wedding as best you can. 
  

 What is the most important lesson, 
message, or advice that you have 
learned that you might pass on to 
others? 

  
 What convinced you most in your 

choice of a spouse? 
  
 Tell something about each of your 

children, their personalities, their 
talents, and the traits that make 
them each special and unique. 

  
 Write a want ad that describes your 

spouse. 
  
 Tell about a frustrating experience 

you have had with a car. 
  
 Did it snow where you lived as a 

child? What kinds of things did you 
do when it snowed? 

  
 Describe a typical day during your 

high school years. 
  
 What are your favorite colors, 

flowers, food, activities and 
hobbies? 

  
 Tell about a special date you had 

with a girl/boyfriend. 
  
 What things do you enjoy today that 

you enjoyed doing as a child? 
Describe them then and now. 

  
 How did you like being the oldest, 

youngest or middle child? What 
were the advantages and 
disadvantages? 

  
 Do you have a favorite author--who? 

why? 
  
 Describe a trip downtown as a 

youngster. 
  



 Tell about your favorite books as a 
child, youth, adult. 

  
 What kinds of chores were you 

responsible for while you were 
growing up? Tell about them. 

  
 What board games or card games 

did you play while growing up? Who 
did you play with? 

  
 Did you ever go bowling? Tell about 

it. 
  
 What were swimming suits like 

when you were young? 
  
 Tell about an experience with one of 

your children's teachers. 
  
 Were you ever lost as a child? Tell 

about it. 
 Did you ever break a bone or have 

stitches? Tell about it. 
  
 What were you afraid of as a child? 

Why? Did this fear follow you into 
adulthood? 

  
 Tell about a time in your life when 

you were surprised. Tell about a 
time that you surprised someone. 

 Tell about sibling rivalry within your 
family. 

  
 Describe your room as a child. Did 

you have your own room or have to 
share it with a sibling?  

 Tell some experiences. 
  
 Do you remember your family 

getting a new piece of furniture, a 
new car or something similar when 
you were a child? 

  
 Tell about what you did while visiting 

your grandparents or aunt and 
uncle. 

  

 Did you ever roller skate, ice skate, 
ski, or something similar? 

  
 Did you share any special interest 

with your mother or father? 
  
 Did you walk to school or ride a 

bus? 
  
 Where did you live while growing 

up? (city, state, country) 
  
 What was one of your favorite treats 

as a child? 
  
 Did your grandmother make any 

special desserts or food that you 
enjoyed? 

 Tell about a time that you helped 
someone in time of need. 

  
 Tell about a time that someone 

helped you in time of need. 
  
 Tell about your first car. 
 Have you ever picked up a 

hitchhiker? Or been one? 
  
 Tell about your first serious 

boy/girlfriend. 
  
 What form of transportation did you 

have while growing up? 
  
 Tell about a party that you hosted at 

your house or your parent's house. 
  
 Tell about a disastrous experience. 
  
 Did you ever save money for a big 

purchase? 
  
 Did you go to college or have 

vocational training--where or when? 
  
 What do you think about movies--

what is your favorite movie and 
why? 

  



 Who was your best friend while you 
were growing up? Do you still 
associate with them? 

  
 What did your parents do for work 

while you were growing up? 
  
 What is your favorite book? 
  
 Tell about an experience you had 

with your friends while growing up. 
 Tell about the most trying 

experience you have ever had. 
  
 Tell about going to a high school 

dance. 
  
 Describe the places where you hung 

out with your friends as a teenager. 
 

 Tell about a person in school who 
was mean or snobby. 

  
 Tell about a double date. 
  
 What games did you play in your 

neighborhood? 
  
 Tell about some of your family 

traditions--Christmas, birthdays, 
Graduation, 4th of July, Halloween, 
Thanksgiving, hunting, funerals, 
weddings, Mothers and Fathers 
Day. 

  
 Do you remember any outstanding 

family trips or vacations? 
  
 Tell about where you were and what 

you remember at the time of a 
historic event in your lifetime. 

  
 Did you have a bicycle? What was it 

like? 
  
 Describe a childhood birthday. 
  
 Describe a childhood Christmas. 
  

 Describe a typical school day as  
 a child in elementary school. 
  
 What education did you receive 

other than at school? 
 What was your favorite place to go 

with your family when you were 
young? 

  
 Tell about retirement. When, where 

and what will you do (or are you 
doing)  with your time? 

  
 Write one sentence that tells "how to 

live successfully". 
  
 Would you choose differently if you 

could choose occupations again? 
Why? Any advice? 

 What was your most embarrassing 
moment? 

  
 Describe the most serious illness or 

accident you have had. 
  
 Describe your first home as a young 

couple. 
  
 Describe your wedding day. 
  
 Did you have a job as a child? 

(paper route, lawn mowing, 
babysitting, etc.) 

  
 What were some of your favorite 

playground activities? 
  
 What fragrance would you say takes 

you back in time and what does it 
remind you of? 

  
 Where did you go to meet new 

people when you were in your 
youth? 

  
 Tell about your temperament as a 

child--has it changed? 
  



 Did you ever set anything on fire or 
know someone who did? 

 Did you ever get a spanking? 
Grounded? Tell about what you did 
and the punishment. 

  
 Tell about a star gazing experience. 
  
 Have you ever spent any time out of 

the USA? 
  
 Describe how the ways of doing 

household chores was different 
when you were growing up than it is 
today. 

  
 Did you ever have a favorite scary 

story while you were growing up? 
What was it about? 

  
 Did you ever have a graveyard or a 

haunted house experience? 
  
 Did you ever keep a secret about 

someone? Are you still keeping it 
today? Tell about it if you can! 

  
 Tell about going to the County Fair 

or the amusement park when you 
were a child. 

  
 Describe getting a Christmas tree 

with your family as a child. Tell 
when and how it was decorated. 

  
  
 Tell about "hand-me-downs" you  
 received or gave. 
  
 Tell about the "Tooth Fairy" and 

other personages you remember. 
  
 Tell about learning a skill from either 

of your parents, cooking, sewing, 
cleaning, fixing things, etc. 

  
 Describe what you think it is like to 

live with you. 
  

 Describe one of your favorite outfits 
of all time...a dress, shoes, shirt, 
hat. 

  
 How did you feel about school? 
  
 Were you or do you remember 

anyone in your school class being 
punished by a teacher? 

  
 List and tell about at least three 

good qualities about yourself. 
  
 What do you feel has been the most 

significant event that has taken 
place in your lifetime and how has it 
affected you? 

  
 Tell something you remember about 

your relationship with your 
grandfather. 

  
 Tell something you remember about 

your relationship with your 
grandmother. 

  
 Tell about the homes you lived in as 

a child. Do you remember any of the 
addresses or telephone numbers? 
Who lived next door? 

  
 Tell about your involvement with  
 a civic or political group. 
  
 Did you grow up with music in your 

family? 
  
 Tell about a bully in your 

neighborhood or at school. 
  
 Name the most romantic song you 

can remember and tell why. 
 Make a list of the things in your junk 

drawer and tell why you are keeping 
them. 

  
 Tell about some of the most exciting 

experiences with scouting, 4-H or 
other youth organization. 



  
 List a few of the simple things in life 

that make you smile and tell why. 
  
 Name the personality trait you most 

admire and tell why. Do you know 
many people with this trait? 

  
 Do you remember your favorite 

childhood fantasy? 
  
 Did your mother or grandmother 

sew, quilt, knit or crochet? Tell 
about things made. 

  
 Describe a typical day in your life 

from what time you get up in the 
morning to bedtime. 

  
 Tell about being a grandparent. 

Name your grandchildren. 
  
 How did you feel when you first 

became a grandparent? 
  
 Tell about how, when and where 

you learned to drive a car. Any 
accidents or tickets? 

  
 Tell about a special anniversary. 
  
 Did you have a childhood hideout? 

Where? Describe it. What kinds of 
things did you do there? 

  

Tell about religion practiced in your 
home. 

 Tell of a time that you felt God was 
there to help you in your struggles. 

  
 Tell about the experience or person 

you feel was the most influence in 
your life. 

  
 Was there a special teacher in your 

life? (Not necessarily in a school 
environment). 

  

Tell about the changes in society in 
general you have seen in your 
lifetime. 

  
 Tell about the changes in morality 

you have seen during your lifetime. 
  
 Tell about fashion trends you have 

seen in your life, what you wore as 
a child, teen, and adult. 

  
 Tell about a food that you hated as 

a child...do you like it now? 
  
 If you could be an animal what 

would you be and why? 
  
 Write about a "one on one" 

experience you had with your father. 
  
 Write about a "one on one" 

experience you had with your 
mother. 

  
 Tell a story your mother told you 

from her past. 
  
 Were you ever in a drama or speech 

class, on a sports team, or in a 
club? 

  
 What is one of the most exciting 

places you have ever visited? What 
made it so exciting? 

  
 Tell about a camping or fishing 

experience. 
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