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Introduction to Basketweaving 
Basketry is one of the oldest of crafts.  It even proceeded and influenced the 
development of cloth weaving and pot shaping.  The first baskets were probably 
temporary, created on-the-spot to transport food.  The next obvious step was to use 
materials that resisted decomposition to weave containers of some permanence.  

Baskets are among the few items that man has had little success producing 
mechanically.  There are some exceptions, such as factory-produced, stapled bushel 
and peck baskets and some assembly weaving in other countries.  However, these are 
far removed from the individual craftsmanship found in homemade baskets.    Basketry 
is one of the few crafts that span the spectrum from holding trash to being exhibited as 
fine art. 

BASKET WEAVING TERMS 

 

Weaver - these are the basket strands that weave through the spokes; they are lighter, 
thinner and more flexible than the spokes, to enable them to be woven in and out; 

Spoke - these are the strands that stand upright and form the side supports of the 
basket; they are much stiffer than the weavers and are strong. 

Twining - Twining is a weave normally using round reed. Use a long piece of the size 
specified (or use 2 pieces) and find the center. Give it a twist between your fingers (or 
crimp it with a needlenose pliers) and fold it in half. Hook it over a spoke and bring both 
ends out to the front. 

 

Have the long ends going towards the right if you are right-handed, reverse for left. 
Take the top (or front) piece and put it behind the next spoke and back out to the front. 
Repeat until the correct number of rows is completed. Cut off ends on the inside.  

Triple Twining - Triple twining is twining with three pieces of round reed instead of two 
pieces. Use three pieces of reed starting: one behind one spoke, one behind the next 
(second) spoke to the right, and one behind the next (third) spoke to the right, with ends 
coming out to the front. 

 

Take the piece farthest to the left and put it behind (and out to the front again) the fourth 
spoke. Take the piece now farthest to the left and put it behind the fifth spoke. Continue 



taking the weaver farthest to the left and weaving it behind the "next available spoke" - 
the one with nothing behind it yet. This twining is actually "over two, behind one."  

Upsett - To "upsett" means to gently bend up the spokes at the base perimeters. This 
just makes the upward weaving easier.  

Weaving  - Unless specified, normal weaving is weaving one row at a time, over 
one/under one. Place the end of the reed on the inside of a spoke.  You can  

also weave with more than one weaver at a time. 
 
Packing – Pushing weavers together so there is little or no gap between the new 
weaver and the one previously placed. 

(The above illustrations show weaving around flat reed, but the same 
techniques apply to round reed.) 

 
MATERIALS LIST 

Round reed in a variety of sizes    Sea Grass 

Wood bases with pre-drilled holes (optional) 

Bucket or dish pan or other container for soaking reed 

Towel        Tape measure or ruler 

Cutters       Awl 

Needle nose pliers      Pencil 

 

TIPS 

Rub the pencil marks off your reed with your fingertip while the reed is wet. 

Vinegar in the soaking pan with colored reed will help keep it from bleeding. 

To fold round reed without breaking it, twist it between your fingers or pinch it with 
needle nose pliers. 

Wipe soaked, dyed reed with a paper towel or old towel before weaving to help prevent 
bleeding. 

Don’t put reed in your mouth or let pets drink from your soaking water.  Reed is treated 
with insecticides. 



 

 

 

Basket Weaving Terms and Techniques 

Tools 

You will need a pan or pail for water, pinch clothespins, a yardstick, pencil, clippers or heavy 
scissors, an awl or small flat screwdriver.  

Soaking 

Commercial reed needs to be soaked in warm water for about ten minutes. Ash, cherry and 
walnut need less soaking time.   (Note – do not let your pets drink water from your soaking tub 
as the reed is treated with insecticides during production.)  Don’t over-soak the reed or it will 
become soft and spongy!    

Laying Out the Base 

Bases are laid out in a basic over 1/under 1 weave, each row being opposite its neighbor. Start 
with 3 x 3 spokes, centered, and grow to the required number of spokes for each basket's 
directions.  The bass for the tote basket is solid, so rows 2, 4, 6 & 8 will get a weaver that only 
needs to be as long as the base, with enough extra to tuck in on each end. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Measure the base for width and length, making sure spacing is even. Halve the measurements 
and measure from the center for more accuracy. Unless specified, bases are generally laid out 
rough side up with the center of the spokes marked on the rough side. 

Randing 

The simplest form of weaving in making a basket is called randing, as is shown in Figure 2, and 
is just under one stake, over the next, under the next and so on. 

If you are working around continuously, you will have to have an odd number of stakes to make 
the pattern come out in the second row as the reverse of the first, as it should. 

If you are working on an even number of stakes, you must use two separate weavers. After 
working the first round, start the second weaver in the space to the left of the starting point of the 
first weaver and work around. Then use the two weavers alternately to make the pattern work out 
correctly. 

Randing is often used for large areas of weaving but is often broken up at intervals with pairing 
rows that can add some of the strength and security that it lacks itself. 

 

 

Twining  (or pairing) 

Twining is a weave normally using round reed. Use a long piece of the size specified (or use 2 
pieces) and find the center. Give it a twist between your fingers (or crimp it with a needle nose 
pliers) and fold it in half. Hook it over a spoke and bring both ends out to the front. 

 
Have the long ends going towards the right if you are right-handed, reverse for left. Take the top 
(or front) piece and put it behind the next spoke and back out to the front. Repeat until the correct 
number of rows is completed. Cut off ends on the inside.  

Triple Twining (or waling) 

Triple twining is twining with three pieces of round reed instead of two pieces. Use three pieces 
of reed starting: one behind one spoke, one behind the next (second) spoke to the right, and one 
behind the next (third) spoke to the right, with ends coming out to the front. 



 
Take the piece farthest to the left and put it behind (and out to the front again) the fourth spoke. 
Take the piece now farthest to the left and put it behind the fifth spoke. Continue taking the 
weaver farthest to the left and weaving it behind the "next available spoke" - the one with 
nothing behind it yet. This twining is actually "over two, behind one."  

To Weave a Row 

Unless specified, normal weaving is weaving one row at a time, over one/under one. Weave with 
the good side of the reed (smooth, less splintery side) towards the outside of the basket. Place the 
end of the reed on the outside of a spoke.  
Weave all the way around - over one/under one - using lots of clothespins to hold it in place. The 
more clothespins you use, the better shaped basket you will get.  

To finish a row, overlap your piece of reed by four spokes and cut it off. If woven correctly, both 
ends will be hidden. The end of the weaver will slip into weaving at the beginning of that same 
row.  

 

 

 

 

 
If weaving with flat/oval reed, it is best to shave off the "oval" on the bottom piece, so that the 
area of overlap is not so bulky.  

Consecutive rows are opposite the row before it (if over/under, then under/over). Be sure to 
rotate your basket so that all your stop/starts will not be on the same side. Try to start far enough 
to the left on each side, so that you don't have to "overlap by four" around a corner. Also be sure 
to pack down the rows as you weave so that there are no spaces showing between the rows of 
weaving.  

Upsett 

To "upsett" means to gently bend up the spokes at the base perimeters. This just makes the 
upward weaving easier.  

 



Fold and Tuck 

Unless specified, you will fold and tuck the outside spokes. Fold from the outside, the 
end of a spoke and tuck it into a row (or rows) of weaving on the inside of the basket. 
It is best to fold it over, cut off any excess, and then tuck it in to get a clean finish. The 
inside spokes can be cut off with the top of the last row of weaving.  
 

 

 







 

 

Fold and Tuck 

Unless specified, you will fold and tuck the outside spokes. Fold from the outside, the end of a 
spoke and tuck it into a row (or rows) of weaving on the inside of the basket. It is best to fold it 
over, cut off any excess, and then tuck it in to get a clean finish. The inside spokes can be cut off 



with the top of the last row of weaving. 

 

Wrap the Rim 

To wrap the rim means to take two pieces of reed and wrap one around the inside and one around 
the outside of the rim, with a two to three inch overlap. Have the inside rim overlap on the 
opposite side that the outside ends do - and try to avoid overlapping rims at the handle. The rim 
covers the top row of weaving. 
 
If flat/oval is being used, then both ends should be shaved down where they overlap (one on the 
top side/the other on the bottom side) so that they will lay down smoothly.  

Rim filler is usually seagrass or round reed and lays between the two rim pieces to make a nice, 
clean finish to the rim.  

Lashing the Rim 

Using 1/4" flat or cane, lash the rim to the basket (this is a lot like sewing). Bury the ends by 
going under the inside rim and down the inside of your basket, under the weavers. Lash a "stitch" 
over the rim, coming out in between the rim and your second row of weaving. Remember - your 
rim is covering the top row of weaving. Make a “stitch" between every set of spokes. You will 
want to make an "X" at the handle. 

 

Wrapping the Handle 

If you are using reed for the handle, you will want to wrap the handle with reed for a finished 
look. Start with a new piece of 1/4" flat, burying the end on the inside of the basket. Tightly wrap 
the handle with the 1/4" flat, each row snug to the row before it. 

 
An "X" lashing can also be used: go across the handle one way, leaving space between each 
wrap around. Then turn around and come back across the handle, making an "X" each time. 



 
Accent pieces of dyed 1/4" flat can be used to match the basket. Lay the end of the dyed piece 
under a few rows to secure it, then go over and under it to create a pattern as you wrap the 
handle. 

 

 

 

Sarah's Wedding Basket Pattern*  

2013 by Beth Hester and Colette Brann  

*copied with permission from The Basket Maker’s 

Catalog website. 

Materials / Supplies  

Description Item Add to Cart 

35 ft. - 1/2" Flat Reed for Stakes and Weavers Item 1012P  Add* 

15 ft. - 1/4" colored Flat Reed for Weavers Item KF14F Add 

Hints in Working with Reed 

• When the pattern calls for soaking your flat reed, soaking 1 or 2 minutes in warm water is 
usually long enough to make reed flexible. If reed becomes dry while you are weaving just 
spritz with water. 

• Do not over soak your reed, it will become mushy. 
• Flat Reed has a rough and a smooth side. You can determine the rough side by sharply 

bending a wet piece of reed in half. The rough side will usually fray or splinter more than the 
smooth side. 

• Keep your weaving even as you progress. The bottom rows of weaving should touch each 
other. The top rows should also touch each other. 

• As you weave, gently position the uprights so they remain vertical and are evenly spaced. 
• Reed should be completely dry before being stored. 

http://www.basketmakerscatalog.com/ps/flat-reed-by-the-pound/39-12-flat-reed.html
http://www.basketmakerscatalog.com/ps/quickadd.php?products=39&qty=1
http://www.basketmakerscatalog.com/ps/smoked-reed-by-the-foot/1095-smoked-14-flat-reed-by-the-foot.html
http://www.basketmakerscatalog.com/ps/quickadd.php?products=1095&qty=15


NOTE: This pattern should give you some good ideas as you weave on your Blue Mason Jars. Plus 
the pattern may be adapted for a variety of containers. 

Cut 10 pieces of 1/2" flat reed about 30 inches long. Soak these base pieces 1 minute in warm 
water.  

Weave a base about 5" square. This size may vary depending on the size of your jar.  

The flat reed extending out from the base should all be about the same length. The rough side of the 
reed should be facing up.  

Place the jar onto the base. The base should be close to the size of the jar bottom. Adjust if 
necessary.  

# 1                                                                      #2 

 

 

 

Crease the edges of the base to upset the basket around the jar. 

Use a couple of rubber bands to hold the uprights in position.  

Start weaving with a wet piece of 1/2" flat reed, smooth side out.  

This piece should be long enough to weave around the jar plus 5". The extra 5" is for the overlap or 
splice.  

 

 

 

To finish a row weave over the beginning and tuck the end behind the fourth upright making a 4 
upright overlap or splice.  

Trim the end to hide behind the upright. 

The first 6 rows are start and stop rows.  

 

 

Start row 2 on the opposite side of the row 1 splice. 



The rubber band will hold the uprights in place as you weave. This is nice but the rubber band also 
makes weaving a little difficult. 

Feed the weaver's end behind an upright and pull the weaver into place. 

Photo 6 shows how you may need to put a big loop in your weaver as you weave. 

 

 

Pull the loop tight and push row 2 down so it touches row 1. 

Finish row 2 with a splice. 

As you weave keep the uprights evenly spaced and vertical.  

 

 

Weave row 3 with 1/2" Flat Reed. 

Rows 4 - 6 are woven with 1/4" colored Flat Reed.  

These are all start and stop rows. 

 

 

 

 

 

At the top of the jar you'll use a continuous weave. 

First group the uprights by twos. Start weaving under two, over two, under two, etc.  

As you near the end of the first row you'll weave under one, over one to begin the continuous weave. 
Then continue weaving by twos. 

You will have to make this weaving correction on every row. Pull the weaver tight as you weave, this 
will help hold the basket against the top of the jar.  

Finish the last row by hiding the weaver behind a stake. See Photo 9.  



 

 

Trim the uprights so they are flush with the top of your jar.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SMALL ROUND BASKET 
 
Finished size 5" wide x 4½" high  
 
Materials:    #3 round reed 
 
Step I:  
LAYING OUT THE BASE AND BEGINNING TO WEAVE 
Cut 12 pieces of the #3 round reed 20" long. 
Make a pencil mark at the half way point (at 10") on each piece. 
Soak them, along with a 4' - 5' very flexible piece, in cool water for 2 or 3 minutes. 
Place 6 of the 12 pieces on a flat surface, horizontally, with the other 6 on top, vertically. 

SEE DIAGRAM 1. Align the center marks.    



With the long soaked weaver, begin to twine around the 12 pieces (henceforth called spokes ) 
by folding it almost in half around one set of the horizontal spokes as in DIAGRAM 

2.    
NOTE: Leave one end about 5" longer than the other so they don't end at the same time. 
In twining, the two pieces of the weaver move over and under the spokes in a clockwise 
direction. Right now, you are treating the groups of 6 pieces as "one spoke". One stroke is a 
weaver moving over a spoke, and under the next spoke. The weaver that was on top the last 
row, is under the next, always picking the top piece up first and moving it under the next spoke. 
Notice how the weavers "twist" between spokes as you alternate "overs" and "unders". Consult 
DIAGRAMS 3, 4, and 5 for one complete revolution of twining. 

 
 
 
DIAGRAM 6 shows 2 complete revolutions made. 
STEP II: SPLICING A WEAVER 
When one end of a weaver, with which you are twining, runs out, begin a new one by 
overlapping the end of a new piece beside the old one. Do this ON THE BOTTOM OF THE 
BASE YOU ARE WEAVING. The pressure of your hand and the next row of twining will hold the 
new piece in place. Go back later and cut the 2 ends so they "butt" together. 

See DIAGRAM 7.  
STEP III: DIVIDING THE SPOKES 
At this point, after two rows of twining, divide the spokes into pairs, beginning with the first two in 
the set with which you began. See DIAGRAM 8.    
From now on every pair of spokes will be referred to as "one". 
Continue twining in the same manner as before, using one piece and then the other to move 
over and under. KEEP A CONSTANT CHECK ON THE SHAPE OF YOUR BASE, MAKING 
SURE IT IS STAYING ROUND. 



See DIAGRAM 9.    
NOTE: THE DRAWINGS ARE SHOWN LOOSELY WOVEN FOR CLARITY ONLY, IN 
REALITY, THEY SHOULD FIT VERY SNUGLY TOGETHER.  
Twine until the base measures approximately 4" across. Wet the whole base again if it has 
dried. At this point, all the splices of weavers are on the bottom of the base. The bottom of the 
base will become the inside of the basket. Lift the base off the surface, turn it over and bend all 
the stakes so they stand upright. You can now hold the basket and continue twining the sides in 
a clockwise direction FROM THE OUTSIDE. 
STEP IV: WEAVING THE SIDES AND BORDER 

DIAGRAM 10    
shows the bottom all twined and the sides started to turn upward. Simply continue to weave up 
the sides in the same manner as you constructed the base. The only difference is that you 
aren't weaving on a flat surface now. 
Remember that the pairs of spokes are treated as "one". Splice new weavers just as before, 
overlapping ends, on the inside of the basket.  

Twine up the sides for 2-1/2" or as high as you want (as long as you have 4" or 5" of the spokes 
left with which to make the border). NOTE: Make every effort to make the sides stand straight 
and not flare. 

When your desired height is reached, refer to DIAGRAM 11 (a view of the outside of the 
basket)     
to make the border, and bend each spoke group to the RIGHT, behind the spoke group to IT'S 
RIGHT and to the OUTSIDE. 

 

 

Once all the spokes are turned outward, begin anywhere and, looking at DIAGRAM 12     
push each one back to the INSIDE, going under the "bent spoke" to the right. SEE the "cut 
ends" on the drawing of the finished basket at the top of this page. You must cut the ends of the 
spokes so they lie comfortably inside the basket. 

 



This poem is from River Country Basket Guild 

      My Wife's a Basket Weaver  
She learned to weave on Monday. 

Her basket was quite fine. 
She forgot to thaw out dinner, 

So we went out to dine. 

She made a twill on Tuesday. 
She says they are a must.  

They really look quite lovely, 
But she forgot to dust. 

On Wednesday it was wickerwork. 
She says the twinings fun. 

Three rod wale and braiding rims, 
But the laundry wasn't done. 

Her basket swap was Thursday. 
"Expect her late" she said. 

I guess she really was too busy, 
Cause she never made the bed. 

It was ribbed baskets Friday. 
Using new techniques for sure. 

But she never seemed to care about 
Her mess still on the floor. 

So I found a maid on Saturday. 
My live is now complete. 

My wife can weave for hours 
And the house will still be neat. 

Well, today is only Sunday. 
And I'm already peeved. 

I cursed and raved and ranted 
‘Cause she taught the maid to weave. 

 

 

 

 

 



The following web sites are ones that I have found to be helpful 

 

basketmakers.com  - many free patterns & supplies 

 

www.countryseat.com  - many free patterns 

 

V.I. Reed and Cane   basketweaving.com  - patterns and supplies 

 

Royalwood – supplies 

 

basketweaving.com - supplies 

 

hhperkins.com - supplies 

http://www.countryseat.com/
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